
Septuagesima Sunday 2 (1/31/2021) 

 We can get very sensitive about what we are made to do.  It is a value of our materialistic 

and hedonistic culture that you could be entitled to get whatever you want, and should not be 

expected to do very much to get it.   We moan and complain at expectations being placed on us - 

the younger generation is especially prone to this as they have been taught that “you can be 

whatever you want to be” and “do what ever you think will make you happy.”   Two problems 

with this are (a) you actually can’t be whatever you want to be, and (b) what we want does not 

necessarily make us happy.  We have been sold on the lie that each person knows what is best, 

that we hold in ourselves the secret to happiness - if it goes wrong, it is the fault of the world for 

getting in the way - and it is the fault of God for not giving us what we have decided. 

 But God is not a waiter at a restaurant, and we don’t actually know what is the best thing 

on the menu to order, and we don’t already know how much we will like each offering on that 

menu of life before it is served.  Maybe that is why so many people who ascribe to this 

philosophy are constantly feeling that they are not as happy as they expected they would be. God 

does know what brings true happiness and God calls us to come and be part of receiving what it 

is that He will give.  The gift of eternal life is offered to all.  Not all accept the offer, and not all 

recognize what must be done to claim it. 

 There is no gain or satisfaction in this life that does not involve work.  In the Gospel, the 

householder does not go to the marketplace and just start passing out money - that might have 

been OK with the people there, as it would be in our entitled culture.   He is, however, incredibly 

generous and does later pass out money - to those who accept his invitation.  For him, one must 

go to the vineyard and work.  Just like those people in the Gospel, we have to leave our place of 

complacent comfort in the marketplace and go where The Lord leads.  We have to respond to the 

call of the voice of the Lord, and do the work that he has assigned us.  The message in the Gospel 

is that those who respond to the call of the Lord, those who follow the Master, those who work as 

He directs, will not go without their reward from His generosity. 

 Jesus also places in His story the all to familiar human grumbling.  The tendency to 

compare what we have been expected to do, and what we have been given, with another.  The 

recipients of the reward are therefore angry and not as happy as they should be.  We do not 



always know the work that the Lord will assign us in the vineyard.  Sometimes the pressures of 

family responsibilities can seem too onerous to us (be they the responsibilities of parents to 

provide, guide, and educate; or the duties of children to parents and siblings).  Sometimes the 

requirements of our work, or other responsibilities to friends, to community, to Church seem 

difficult.  Sometimes our duties owed to God in prayer and worship, coping with our personal 

weaknesses and problems, or the demands of mission seem beyond our strength.  We can then 

look at the lot of others and wonder why we didn’t get it like them. 

 This only leads to despair and anxiety. God knows what path is right for each person.  

God knows what will bring us to sanctity.  Our action when we encounter our life’s difficulties 

should not be to look at others and then feel slighted, but rather, to pray to be shown the 

opportunities that God has presented us.  In the story, no matter what each had to do (and it 

differed for different ones) they all received the reward.  The only problem came when they 

compared themselves to others.  The message is clear.  Respond to the call of the Lord, work 

with the situation that is presented to you (knowing that God would not permit anything beyond 

our abilities), and do not compare yourself to others with whom God is working another plan - 

and certainly not those who have abandoned God’s plan and are in deceptive state of ease.  These 

may be likened to those in the marketplace who do not respond to the householder’s invitation.   

They seemed to be the winners - they didn’t have to do any work.  However, when night fell they 

were the ones who were to suffer.  Their willfulness, their failure to respond, their unwillingness 

to take up a days work had deprived them of the pay they needed.  Remember, that in this story 

the pay equates to the reward of eternal life - which is worth going through what the Lord asks of 

us in this brief life. 

 Will you be one of those who either skirts the responsibility and falls into this world’s 

false notion of full-day’s pay for no work?  Will you be one of those who works for the promise, 

but is anxious and angry all the way there because of jealousy of others?  Or will you be one who 

hears the call, bravely accepts the work, knowing that the one who asks it of you is prepared to 

give you a compensation that far outstrips any inconvenience that had to be endured.  The 

promise and reality of eternal life with God is offered.  The support to endure the problems of 

life is available, we all just need to respond.


